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March 9, 2024 7:30 PM Town Hall Seattle

The 2023-2024 Season is generously 
sponsored by Marcia and Klaus Peter Zech.

This concert is generously sponsored by Diana Carey 
and presented in partnership with Peyvand NPO and 

SISCA Seattle-Isfahan Sister City Advocacy 
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TICKETS
MEANYCENTER.ORG

206-543-4880

CALDER QUARTET WITH 
ANTOINE HUNTER’S URBAN JAZZ DANCE COMPANY

The Mind’s Ear: Motion Beyond Silence

March 28

The Quartet joins Deaf advocates Antoine Hunter and Zahna Simon for an imaginative 
collaboration of chamber music and dance, with music by John Cage, Julius Eastman,  

and Ludwig van Beethoven’s Quartet No. 13, written when his deafness had a  
profound impact on his life and work. ASL interpretation will be provided. 

Traditional music 
from klezmer 
to old-time 

for ages 7-18
seattlefiddlesticks.org

UNIQUE OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR YOUNG 

MUSIC STUDENTS

Renaissance and Baroque 
ensembles for ages 9-18

historicalarts.org

Sound Salon
Byron Schenkman • Artistic Director

Byron Schenkman &  
Friends is now

In person concerts are at 7:00 pm in the Ill sley Ball Nordstrom Recital Hall at Benaroya Hall

Online concerts premier at Sundays at 7:00 pm at youtube.com/@TheSoundSalon

10
Mar

Inspired  
by Bach

10
Dec

Klezmer  
Classics 

29
Oct

French 
Harpsichord  
Salon 

tickets and details at SoundSalonMusic.org

Baroque Meets Karuk
Sunday

01
Oct

Splendor of the Baroque
Thursday

28
Dec

Sweeter than Roses 
Sunday

11
Feb

Mozart and Friends
Sunday

14
Apr
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Mahan Esfahani

Special thanks to Babak Kiavchi, Shiva Shafii, SISCA 
Seattle-Isfahan Sister City Advocacy and Peyvand NPO 

Thomas Tomkins (1572–1656): 
Pavana 
Worcester Brawls 
Barafostus’ Dreame 

J.S. Bach (1685–1750): 
English Suite II in A minor, BWV 807 

•	 Prélude
•	 Allemande
•	 Courante
•	 Sarabande
•	 Bourrées I/II
•	 Gigue 

Anahita Abbasi (b. 1985): 
Intertwined Distances (2018) 
for harpsichord and electronics 

I N T E RVA L

Domenico Scarlatti (1685–1757): 
Eight Sonatas 

•	 K. 7 in A 
•	 K. 16 in B-flat 
•	 K. 28 in E 
•	 K. 238 and 239 in F 
•	 K. 493 and 494 in G 
•	 K. 436 in D 

Saturday, March  9, 2024

Join us for a Q&A after the concert with Shiva Shafii, Anahita Abbasi and Mahan Esfahani!  

This concert is generously sponsored by Diana Carey 
and presented in partnership with Peyvand NPO and 

SISCA Seattle-Isfahan Sister City Advocacy 
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According to Guardian …”She takes even a more radical 
line with creating dense and pulsing textures”… “Her music 
has the capacity to immerse the hall into a dark 
 multichannel throat and hissing”… (Bachtrack) 

Volkskrant describes … “the Iranian Anahita Abbasi, shows 
herself to be a composer with guts in the two-year-old  
Intertwined Distances Alienating whistling noises and  
furious fistfights with the keyboard, alternated with 
delicate strings, lead to a theatrical listening experience”...

Ernst. M Binder also writes: … “As it is also vivid from the 
titles of her works such as Dialogues, Situations, Distorted 
Attitudes, she investigates and gesticulate thoughts and 
emotions. It is manifestation/ observation of a scene or 
multiple scenes, which occur simultaneously. She has the 
tendency to take us with her music on a mystical, puzzling 
journey and leave us within our thoughts, to find out the 
“ending” ourselves”…

Mahan Esfahani 
Whether in the realm of re- 
establishing the harpsichord’s 
presence as a significant  
concerto instrument with  
leading modern orchestras  
of the day, working with  
electronics and new media,  
or playing some of the first 
harpsichord recitals in such 

Anahita Abbasi 
Anahita Abbasi’s music has  
been described as “a  
dizzyingly sophisticated  
reverie, colorful and energetic. 
It embodiestremendous  
timbral exploration and  
multilayered performance  
gestures”… (Classical Voice 
America and A Cunning plan). 

places as the People’s Republic of China and for NPR’s 
acclaimed ‘Tiny Desk’ concerts, Mahan Esfahani has  
established himself as a new pioneer of his instrument.  
To that end his creative programming and work in  
commissioning nearly 30 new works for the instrument 
have drawn the attention of critics and audiences across 
Europe, Asia, and North America. He was the first and only 
harpsichordist to be a BBC New Generation Artist (2008-
2010), a Borletti-Buitoni prize winner (2009), and a  
nominee for Gramophone’s Artist of the Year (2014, 2015, 
and 2017). In recognition of his contributions to musical 
life, in 2022 he became the youngest recipient of the 
Wigmore Medal in recognition for his contributions to the 
musical life of London, where in 22 recitals he presented 
the complete keyboard works of J.S. Bach.   

His work for the harpsichord has resulted in recitals in most 
of the major series and concert halls, amongst them  
London’s Wigmore Hall and Barbican Centre, Oji Hall in 
Tokyo, the Forbidden City Concert Hall in Beijing, Shanghai 
Concert Hall, Carnegie Hall, Sydney Opera House,  
Melbourne Recital Centre, Los Angeles’s Walt Disney  
Concert Hall, Lincoln Center’s Mostly Mozart Festival, Cal 
Performances, Berlin Konzerthaus, Zurich’s Tonhalle,  
Wiener Konzerthaus, San Francisco Performances, 
the 92nd St Y, Schleswig-Holstein Music Festival, Cologne 
Philharmonie, Edinburgh International Festival, Aspen  
Music Festival, Aldeburgh Festival, Madrid’s Fundacion 
Juan March, Bergen Festival, Festival Mecklenburg- 
Vorpommern, Al Bustan Festival in Beirut, Jerusalem Arts 
Festival, and the Leipzig Bach Festival, and concerto  
appearances with the Chicago Symphony, Ensemble 
Modern, City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra, BBC 
Symphony, Bergen Philharmonic, Royal Liverpool  
Philharmonic, Seattle Symphony, Melbourne Symphony, 
Auckland Philharmonia, Czech Radio Symphony, Orquesta
de Navarra, Malta Philharmonic, Aarhus Symphony,  
Montreal’s Les Violons du Roy, Hamburger Symphoniker, 
Munich Chamber Orchestra, Britten Sinfonia, the Royal 
Northern Sinfonia, Orquestra Sinfônica do Estado de São 
Paulo, and Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra, with whom 
he was an artistic partner from 2016 to 2018.   

His richly-varied discography includes nine critically- 
acclaimed recordings for Hyperion and Deutsche  
Grammophon — ranging from the works of the English 
virginalists and of J.S. Bach to new commissions for  
harpsichord and mixed media – garnering one  
Gramophone award, two BBC Music Magazine Awards, 
an Opus Klassik, a Diapason d’Or and ‘Choc de Classica’ in 
France, and two ICMAs.    

Equally active as a published writer and commentator, his 
work appears in such publications as the New Yorker, the  
Critic, the Guardian, Times, and on such outlets as the BBC 
and WDR. Following studies in musicology and history at  
Stanford University, where he first came into contact with 
the harpsichord in the studio of Elaine Thornburgh, he  
later studied with Peter Watchorn in Boston and  
completed his studies as the last student of the  
celebrated Czech harpsichordist Zuzana Růžičková in 
Prague, where he now makes his home after several years 
spent in London, Oxford, and Milan.
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Up Next!

Rachell Ellen Wong  
& David Belkovski
March 30, 2024
Europe’s Grand Tour

Randal Bays &  
Ceóltoirí Cascadia
April 20, 2024
Irish Baroque II

Seattle Baroque
Orchestra
May 4-5, 2024
Directed by Markdavin Obenza

Vivaldi’s Venice

About her piece for Mahan Esfahani Boulezian Blogspot 
writes: … ” There was, without doubt, an extraordinarily 
inventive musical imagination at work, but it was never 
merely invention: it was a sonic and instrumental drama 
that seemed somehow to summarise, to extend, and 
quite properly to question many of the tendencies we 
had heard so far”…

Anahita Abbasi’s music has been commissioned and  
performed by distinguished soloists and ensembles 
such as Mahan Esfahani, Steven Schick, Vimbayi Kaziboni, 
Rebekah Heller, Sergej Tchirkov, Artyom kim, Ensemble 
Modern, International Contemporary Ensemble, UmeDuo, 
Klangforum Wien musicians, Wavefiled Ensemble, San 
Francisco Symphony Youth Orchestra, Disonart Ensemble, 
Platypus Ensemble, Quatuor Diotima, Mivos Quartet,  
Argonaut Quartet, Tak Ensemble, Schallfeld Ensemble, 
Zafraan Ensemble, Contemporaneous, Blaue Reiter, Off 
Spring Ensemble, and has been showcased at festivals all 
around the world among which: Mostly Mozart Festival, 
The Kitchen, Kennedy Center, Lincoln Center, Niefnorf, 
Soundnow Festival- Bent Frequency, Roulette, National 
Sawdust, Mise -En festival (USA), Darmstadt Ferienkurse 
(Germany), IRCAM – Manifeste Academy (France),  
Matrix –Experimental studio des SWR, Alte Oper  
(Germany), BIFEM (Australia), Klangspuren Schwaz 
(Austria), Sound State festival (Southbank Centre,  
London), Tectonics (Glasgow), Akademie der Künste 
(Berlin), United Berlin, Klang Festival (Copenhagen), Tage 
Neuer Musik, Open music (Austria), Omnibus Ensemble 
(Uzbekistan), Contempuls (Prague), Tangram Trio  
(Switzerland), Tongyeong International Music Festival 
(Korea), neuverBand Ensemble (Switzerland), Ensemble 
Kollektive (Germany), Acht Brücken Festival (Cologne), 
Impuls Festival (Austria), Time of Music (Finland), Atlas 
Festival (Netherlands), Grachten Festival (Netherlands), 
duo Verso and Bilitis and many others.

Ms. Abbasi has received several awards, including a 
work-scholarship from the Experimentalstudio des SWR, 
Freiburg (2014), a Morton Gold ASCAP young composers 
award (2015), a nomination for “women composers of our 
time” (2017) as well as the composition prize of the Acht 
Brücken Festival (2020). In 2022 she has been awarded 
the Civitella Ranieri Fellowship in Italy and UCROSS 
Foundation residency in Wyoming. 

Aside from teaching composition, giving lectures and  
curating workshops on fundamentals of creation, and 
serving as a juror at composition competitions, she is 
also a founding member of Schallfeld Ensemble in Graz, 
Austria as well as IFCA (Iranian Female Composers  
Association) in the USA, New York; where she is curating 
concerts, workshops, conferences, creating platforms 
and advocating for young composers and acts as their 
ambassadors in presenting their music to others. 

Anahita Abbasi (world citizen-1985) was born and raised 
in Iran. In 2005 she moved to Austria and pursued her  
undergrad at the University of Music and Performing Arts 
Graz, where she studied music theory with Clemens  
Gadenstätter and Christian Utz & composition with Beat 
Furrer and Pierluigi Billone; while working closely with  
Georges Aperghis, Franck Bedrossian, and Philippe  
Leroux. In 2014 she moved to the US to pursue her Ph.D. 
degree in Composition with Rand Steiger at UC San Diego.

Currently, Abbasi is residing in New York and in Paris, 
where she has been awarded a three-year-long  
residency with Fondation Singer Polignac and Ensemble 
Le Balcon (Paris, France). Her upcoming projects are  
commissions from ensemble “der gelbe Klang”, Kommas 
and New Babylon, Podium Esslingen, and Ensemble  
Modern for Darmstadt 2023.
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LEGACY CIRCLE
Anonymous (2)
Hugh & Suzanne Clark
Maria Coldwell
Goodwin & Theodore Deacon
Gus Denhard & Julie Behrens
JoLynn Edwards
Lorri Falterman
Richard & Carla Ginnis
David & Carla Tachau Lawrence
Donna McCampbell
Nancy Sharp
Ann Briggs Stickney
Janice Van Cleve

$50,000-$100,000
Marcia & Klaus Peter Zech

$20,000-$49,000
Harry Reinert & Cecilia Paul

$10,000-$19,999
Anonymous
Diana Carey
Rick & Peggy Hudson
Lani & Larry Johnson
Donna McCampbell 
Bill McJohn
Douglas Smith & Stephanie Ellis-Smith

$5,000-$9,999
JoLynn Edwards & Hal Opperman
Aly Gardner-Shelby & Bill Shelby
Richard & Carla Ginnis
James Hessler & Paula Weiss-Hessler
Holly Magowan
Brian Marks & Carol Maione
Ann Briggs Stickney
Michael Weidemann

$2,500-$4,999
Greg Bishop
Pat Braus & Holly Boone
Hugh & Suzanne Clark
Lorri Falterman & Stephen Strong
Charles & Gretchen Lambert
Nancy Sharp
Pieter & Tjitske Van der Meulen
Daniel & Joann Wilson

$1,000-$2,499
Anonymous
Judith & Arnold Bendich
Luther Black & Christina Wright
Robert *Bob* Braun
Maria & Charles Coldwell
Frank & Joan Conlon
Michael Dryfoos & Ilga Jansons
Michele Genthon & Gary Zimmerman
Anne Herrmann
John Gordon & Ellen Hill
Nick Ketter
Suzanne Klein
Henry Li
David W. & Mary Anne Madsen
Jeffrey & Barbara Mandula
Laura Payne
Gloria Pfeif
Barbara Potgieter
Erik Ruf
Irwin Sarason
Laura Saunders
Peter & Ellen Seibert
Naomi Shiff
Robert Vernon & Marjorie Bianco
Mona Yurk

$500-$999
Anonymous
Joanne Algarin
Hanan Bell
William Kangas & Rebecca Bullock
Russ Childers & Karen Stockert
Theodore & Goodwin Deacon
Jean Feagin
Richard & Marjorie Fiddler
Stephen Brugger & Clea Finkle
Kim & Nancy Goldov
Diane Grover
Jeffrey Johnson
Eileen Koven & John Leen
Julie & Tom Lombardo
Ellen Maxson
Pamela & David McDonald
Nancy & Jim McGill
Peggy Monroe
Christine Moss
Timothy Onders & Laura Wilbur
Carmen Flores Palomera

John Riess
Kate Riley & Amnon Shoenfeld
Jean Schweitzer
Noah Smith & Karen Thickman
Molly Warner & James Flewelling
Tom & Kristi Weir
Joella Werlin
Crystal Wilson

$250-$499
Joyce & David Brewster
Kate Brostoff & Melvin Belding
Zimmie Caner & Tom Edwards
Ilsa & Roger Coleman
Marcia Beth Couch
Karen Domino
Nancy Doran
John Gibbs & Janet Ness
Katie Gibbons & Evelyn Gratrix
Jamia Hansen-Murray
Lowell Hargens & Barbara Reskin
Margot and Tim Hill
Fred & Susan Ingham
Lewis Johnson
David Jones & Kathryn Raich
Elizabeth Larson
Mathilda Li 
Jeff & Kiyomi Lucas
Mark Lutz
Linda & Alan Murray
Braiden Rex-Johnson
Harrison & Ana Ryker
Margaret Sandelin
Sandra & Robert Schwab
Grace & David Simons
Judy Skagerberg
Noah Smith & Karen Thickman
Katie & Doug Sprugel
Michael Voris
Edward Waldock & Melinda Jodry
Bill Warren
Penelope Yonge
Polle Zellweger & Jock Mackinlay

$100-$249
Anonymous (5)
Harlan Adams
Fred Bigelow
Cathryn Booth-LaForce & W. Kenneth LaForce

Early Music Seattle gratefully acknowledges the following individuals and institutions for their generous  
support. We are grateful to all of our contributors who share our enthusiasm and passion for music and  
ancient traditions.  The below list reflects gifts received from July 1, 2022 through March 1, 2024. 

ANNUAL FUND
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Elizabeth & Paul Brown
Aviv, Inez & Lior Caspi 
Linda Clark & Timothy Stearns
Chloe Lewis & Myles Conley
Connie Cooper
Alice Corbin
Katie Cryan Leary 
Renee Dagseth
Bruce Danielson
Ted Dietz
Don Dillinger
Johanna & William Dock
Kathleen Dunn
Lynda Emel & Carter Bentley
Celeste Ericsson & Richard Gold
Virginia Fitzhugh & Miguel Morales
Fred Flickinger
Carolyn Fraser
Belinda Frazier
Diana Gale & Jerry Hillis
Raul Garcia
Sherry Willis & Richard Goepfert
Martha Groom & Daniel Grünbaum
Christie Hammond
Ellis Hillinger & Cathy Lacefield
Travis & Lea Howe
Jeri Howe
Susan Jenkins & Steve Herndon
Paul Jezick
Warren Jones
Sviatlana Kebets
Adam Levin Delson
Anne & Zach Lyman
Mary Montgomery
Janie Norton
Gabriel & Jeanne Olmsted
Dan & Gloria Overgaard
Linda Paros
Ruth Pattison
Pamela Perrott
Amy DyAnne Phillips
Stephen Poteet & Anne Kao
Nancy Quense
Catharine Reid
Martha Ronish
Megan Ritchie Saffitz
Charles & Linda Schmid
Douglas Schneider
Francesca Shultz
Ruth Stark
Valerie Ann Taylor
Judith Andrews & Douglas Thorpe
Jim Truher
Karen Tsao
Ione Turman

Heather & Brian Uhler
Anthony Warren
Elaine Weeks
Diana & Dave Weston
Carl Bolstad & Beatrix Wiedmer

$99 & UNDER
Anonymous (3)
Siri Benn
Bryn Beorse
Roger Berger
Margaret Berger
Rachel Brooks
Jan Bush
Dan Byrd
Charles Cardinaux
Mary Coward
Mark Cudek
Sylvia Drew
Alice Dubiel & James Hopfenbeck
Keihan Ebrahimi
Keith Eisenbrey
Gerald Elias
Paul & Linda Frost
Edward Gibbons
Nancy Gorbman
Mary Gorjance
Aaron Grad
Anthony Grasso
Erin Hawley
Naomi Rae Hayashi
Paul Hill
Thomas Hitt
Anne Hollowed
Danae Hollowed
Nina Huey
Kathy Huxley
Christine Jayne
Kirsten Jensen
James Kent
Karen Kenyon
Shulamit Kleinerman & Scott Smith
Roger Knopf
Mary Koch
Angel Krisinger
Lorraine Kuniyuki
David Lawson
Howard Litwak
Kim Loftness
Catherine Lundy
Carol Martin
Heather McLeland-Wieser
John Mettler & Anne Shinoda-Mettler
Laura Middaugh
Barbara & Jim Miller

Jonathan Mills
Ruthie Neilson
Penelope Nichols
Yvette & Eric Olson
Lourdes Orive
Gregg M Orr
Sara Patton
Julia Paulsen
James Pilon & Carol Ashley
John Purdon
Elisabeth Roberts
Kirsten & Irv Ruhl
Laila Saliba
Mark Salter
Daphne Schneider
Kathleen Sharp
Ray Shine
F X L Shultz
Gerrity Shupe
Michael & Gail Shurgot
William & Marie Sofsak
Regina & Dale Spoor
Lindsey Strand-Polyak
Drew Sylva
Carolyn Wallace
Robert Weltzien
Patricia Williamson
Gray Wilson
Christina Wholstetter
Randy Wong

CORPORATE/FOUNDATION
Amazon
ArtsFund
The Benevity Foundation (matching)
The Boeing Company (matching)
Cooper-Newell Foundation
Fidelity Charitable
The Gates Foundation (matching)
Greater Kansas City Community Foundation
Irish Heritage Club
Microsoft (matching)
Paul G. Allen Foundation
Salesforce.com Foundation (matching)
Schwab Charitable
Vanguard Charitable

MEDIA SPONSORS
Classical KING FM 98.1

GOVERNMENT AGENCIES
4Culture
Washington State Arts Commission
Office of Arts & Culture Seattle
National Endowment for the Arts    
Washington State Department of Commerce

If you notice any error or omission, please contact us at ann@earlymusicseattle.org or (206) 325-7066.



RACHELL ELLEN WONG  
& DAVID BELKOVSKI

Europe’s Grand Tour

March 30, 2024 7:30 PM Nordstrom Recital Hall

UP NEXT

Follow violinist Rachell Ellen Wong and harpsichordist David Belkovski as they take you on  
a winding trip around Baroque Europe to showcase the undisputed champion of the  
instruments — the violin – in one of its most fertile artistic periods. The music is full of invention;  
on the program are both Tartini’s virtuosic and aptly named “Devil’s Trill” and Leclair’s  
memorable “Tambourin”. You’ll hear this and more on our Grand Tour — please enjoy the ride!

With
Support
From


