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and presented in partnership with Peyvand NPO and
SISCA Seattle-Isfahan Sister City Advocacy

The 2023-2024 Seasonis generously

sponsored by Marcia and Klaus Peter Zech.




March 28

CALDER QUARTET witH
ANTOINE HUNTER'S URBAN JAZZ DANCE COMPANY
The Mind'’s Ear: Motion Beyond Silence

The Quartet joins Deaf advocates Antoine Hunter and Zahna Simon for an imaginative
collaboration of chamber music and dance, with music by John Cage, Julius Eastman,
and Ludwig van Beethoven’s Quartet No. 13, written when his deafness had a
profound impact on his life and work. ASL interpretation will be provided.
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Mahan Esfahani
Saturday, March 9, 2024

This concertis generously sponsored by Diana Carey
and presented in partnership with Peyvand NPO and
SISCA Seatttle-Isfahan Sister City Advocacy

Thomas Tomkins (1572-1656):
Pavana

Worcester Brawls

Barafostus' Dreame

J.S. Bach (1685-1750):

Engllsh Suite Ilin A minor, BWV 807
Prelude

- Allemande

- Courante

- Sarabande

- Bourrées /Il

- Gigue

Anahita Abbasi (b.1985):
Intertwined Distances (2018)
for harpsichord and electronics

INTERVAL

Domenico Scarlatti (1685-1757):
Elght Sonatas
K.7inA
- K. 16 in B-flat
- K.28inE
- K.238and 239inF
- K.493and 494in G
- K.436inD

Join us for a Q&A after the concert with Shiva Shafii, Anahita Abbasi and Mahan Esfahani!

Special thanks to Babak Kiavchi, Shiva Shafii, SISCA
Seattle-Isfahan Sister City Advocacy and Peyvand NPO



Mahan Esfahani

Whether in the realm of re-
establishing the harpsichord’s
presence as a significant
concerto instrument with
leading modern orchestras
of the day, working with
electronics and new media,
or playing some of the first
harpsichord recitals in such
places as the People’s Republic of China and for NPR’s
acclaimed ‘Tiny Desk’ concerts, Mahan Esfahani has
established himself as a new pioneer of his instrument.

To that end his creative programming and work in
commissioning nearly 30 new works for the instrument
have drawn the attention of critics and audiences across
Europe, Asia, and North America. He was the first and only
harpsichordist to be a BBC New Generation Artist (2008-
2010), a Borletti-Buitoni prize winner (2009), and a
nominee for Gramophone's Artist of the Year (2014, 2015,
and 2017). In recognition of his contributions to musical
life,in 2022 he became the youngest recipient of the
Wigmore Medal in recognition for his contributions to the
musical life of London, where in 22 recitals he presented
the complete keyboard works of J.S. Bach.

His work for the harpsichord has resulted in recitals in most
of the major series and concert halls, amongst them
London’s Wigmore Hall and Barbican Centre, Oji Hall in
Tokyo, the Forbidden City Concert Hall in Beijing, Shanghai
Concert Hall, Carnegie Hall, Sydney Opera House,
Melbourne Recital Centre, Los Angeles’'s Walt Disney
Concert Hall, Lincoln Center’s Mostly Mozart Festival, Cal
Performances, Berlin Konzerthaus, Zurich's Tonhalle,
Wiener Konzerthaus, San Francisco Performances,

the 92nd St Y, Schleswig-Holstein Music Festival, Cologne
Philharmonie, Edinburgh International Festival, Aspen
Music Festival, Aldeburgh Festival, Madrid’'s Fundacion
Juan March, Bergen Festival, Festival Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern, Al Bustan Festival in Beirut, Jerusalem Arts
Festival, and the Leipzig Bach Festival, and concerto
appearances with the Chicago Symphony, Ensemble
Modern, City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra, BBC
Symphony, Bergen Philharmonic, Royal Liverpool
Philharmonic, Seattle Symphony, Melbourne Symphony,
Auckland Philharmonia, Czech Radio Symphony, Orquesta
de Navarra, Malta Philharmonic, Aarhus Symphony,
Montreal’s Les Violons du Roy, Hamburger Symphoniker,
Munich Chamber Orchestra, Britten Sinfonia, the Royal
Northern Sinfonia, Orquestra Sinfbnica do Estado de Sao
Paulo, and Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra, with whom
he was an artistic partner from 2016 to 2018.

His richly-varied discography includes nine critically-
acclaimed recordings for Hyperion and Deutsche
Grammophon —ranging from the works of the English
virginalists and of J.S. Bach to new commissions for
harpsichord and mixed media - garnering one
Gramophone award, two BBC Music Magazine Awards,
an Opus Klassik, a Diapason d'Or and ‘Choc de Classica’ in
France, and two ICMAs.

Equally active as a published writer and commentator, his
work appears in such publications as the New Yorker, the
Critic, the Guardian, Times, and on such outlets as the BBC
and WDR. Following studies in musicology and history at
Stanford University, where he first came into contact with
the harpsichord in the studio of Elaine Thornburgh, he
later studied with Peter Watchorn in Boston and
completed his studies as the last student of the
celebrated Czech harpsichordist Zuzana RUzickova in
Prague, where he now makes his home after several years
spentin London, Oxford, and Milan.

Anahita Abbasi

Anahita Abbasi's music has
been described as “a
dizzyingly sophisticated
reverie, colorful and energetic.
It embodiestremendous
timbral exploration and
multilayered performance
gestures”... (Classical Voice
America and A Cunning plan).

According to Guardian .."She takes even a more radical
line with creating dense and pulsing textures”... “Her music
has the capacity to immerse the hall intfo a dark
multichannel throat and hissing”... (Bachtrack)

Volkskrant describes ... “the Iranian Anahita Abbasi, shows
herself to be a composer with guts in the two-year-old
Intertwined Distances Alienating whistling noises and
furious fistfights with the keyboard, alternated with
delicate strings, lead to a theatrical listening experience”...

Ernst. M Binder also writes: ... "As it is also vivid from the
titles of her works such as Dialogues, Situations, Distorted
Attitudes, she investigates and gesticulate thoughts and
emotions. It is manifestation/ observation of a scene or
multiple scenes, which occur simultaneously. She has the
tendency to take us with her music on a mystical, puzzling
journey and leave us within our thoughts, to find out the
“ending” ourselves”...



About her piece for Mahan Esfahani Boulezian Blogspot
writes: ... " There was, without doubt, an extraordinarily
inventive musical imagination at work, but it was never
merely invention: it was a sonic and instrumental drama
that seemed somehow to summarise, to extend, and
quite properly to question many of the tendencies we
had heard so far"...

Anahita Abbasi's music has been commissioned and
performed by distinguished soloists and ensembles
such as Mahan Esfahani, Steven Schick, Vimbayi Kaziboni,
Rebekah Heller, Sergej Tchirkov, Artyom kim, Ensemble
Modern, International Contemporary Ensemble, UmeDuo,
Klangforum Wien musicians, Wavefiled Ensemble, San
Francisco Symphony Youth Orchestra, Disonart Ensemble,
Platypus Ensemble, Quatuor Diotima, Mivos Quartet,
Argonaut Quartet, Tak Ensemble, Schallfeld Ensemble,
Zafraan Ensemble, Contemporaneous, Blaue Reiter, Off
Spring Ensemble, and has been showcased at festivals all
around the world among which: Mostly Mozart Festival,
The Kitchen, Kennedy Center, Lincoln Center, Niefnorf,
Soundnow Festival- Bent Frequency, Roulette, National
Sawdust, Mise -En festival (USA), Darmstadt Ferienkurse
(Germany), IRCAM - Manifeste Academy (France),

Matrix —~Experimental studio des SWR, Alte Oper
(Germany), BIFEM (Australia), Klangspuren Schwaz
(Austria), Sound State festival (Southbank Centre,
London), Tectonics (Glasgow), Akademie der Klnste
(Berlin), United Berlin, Klang Festival (Copenhagen), Tage
Neuer Musik, Open music (Austria), Omnibus Ensemble
(Uzbekistan), Contempuls (Prague), Tangram Trio
(Switzerland), Tongyeong International Music Festival
(Korea), neuverBand Ensemble (Switzerland), Ensemble
Kollektive (Germany), Acht Briicken Festival (Cologne),
Impuls Festival (Austria), Time of Music (Finland), Atlas
Festival (Netherlands), Grachten Festival (Netherlands),
duo Verso and Bilitis and many others.

Up Next!

Ms. Abbasi has received several awards, including a
work-scholarship from the Experimentalstudio des SWR,
Freiburg (2014), a Morton Gold ASCAP young composers
award (2015), a nomination for “women composers of our
time" (2017) as well as the composition prize of the Acht
Brucken Festival (2020).1n 2022 she has been awarded
the Civitella Ranieri Fellowship in Italy and UCROSS
Foundation residency in Wyoming.

Aside from teaching composition, giving lectures and
curating workshops on fundamentals of creation, and
serving as a juror at composition competitions, she is
also a founding member of Schallfeld Ensemble in Graz,
Austria as well as IFCA (Iranian Female Composers
Association) in the USA, New York; where she is curating
concerts, workshops, conferences, creating platforms
and advocating for young composers and acts as their
ambassadors in presenting their music to others.

Anahita Abbasi (world citizen-1985) was born and raised
inlran.In 2005 she moved to Austria and pursued her
undergrad at the University of Music and Performing Arts
Graz, where she studied music theory with Clemens
Gadenstatter and Christian Utz & composition with Beat
Furrer and Pierluigi Billone; while working closely with
Georges Aperghis, Franck Bedrossian, and Philippe
Leroux. In 2014 she moved to the US to pursue her Ph.D.
degree in Composition with Rand Steiger at UC San Diego.

Currently, Abbasiis residing in New York and in Paris,
where she has been awarded a three-year-long
residency with Fondation Singer Polignac and Ensemble
Le Balcon (Paris, France). Her upcoming projects are
commissions from ensemble “der gelbe Klang”, Kommas
and New Babylon, Podium Esslingen, and Ensemble
Modern for Darmstadt 2023.

Rachell EllenWong Randal Bays & Seattle Baroque
& David Belkovski Cedltoiri Cascadia Orchestra

Europe’s Grand Tour Irish Baroque I Vivaldi's Venice

March 30,2024 April 20,2024 May 4-5,2024

Directed by Markdavin Obenza



ANNUAL FUND

Early Music Seattle gratefully acknowledges the following individuals and institutions for their generous
support. We are grateful to all of our contribbutors who share our enthusiasm and passion for music and
ancient fraditions. The below list reflects gifts received from July 1, 2022 through March 1, 2024.
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UP NEXT

Europe’s Grand Tour

March 30,2024 | 7:30PM | Nordstrom Recital Hall

Follow violinist Rachell Ellen Wong and harpsichordist David Belkovski as they take you on

a winding trip around Baroque Europe to showcase the undisputed champion of the
instruments — the violin - in one of its most fertile artistic periods. The music is full of invention;
onthe program are both Tartini's virtuosic and aptly named “Devil's Trill” and Leclair’s
memorable “Tambourin”. You'llhear this and more on our Grand Tour — please enjoy the ride!
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